Georgetown Elementary
Kindergarten Round-Up

March 2009

Welcome!
Introductions…
• Mrs. Angie Ripley, School Secretary
• Mrs. Doni Nurenberg, School Secretary
• K Teachers

We believe...
• all students can be successful in school if
given the appropriate learning opportunities
• the beginning years of school are the most
critical in getting students off to a good
start
• our Hudsonville staff is committed to
helping each child learn to their full
potential
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Current Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten
Programs
• Pre-Kindergarten (9 sections)
• Kindergarten (18 sections)

Current Funding from the State
1.0 FTE

Pre-Kindergarten programs ($7,316)

1.0 FTE

Kindergarten programs ($7,316)

•New Language for Funding Programs
Law passed September 2008
• The law states that funding for half-time Pre-K
students beginning in the Fall of 2009 will be
.5 FTE ($3,658)
• The annual cost to the district to continue running
our current Pre-K program would be $643,000 with
only receiving .5 FTE from the state. The state
requires districts to run an all day everyday program
in order to receive a full 1.0 FTE. This would mean
Hudsonville Public Schools would need to add
additional classrooms, staffing, or a building. Other
programs in the district would need to be eliminated
to make these things happen.

After considering all possible alternatives,
Hudsonville Public Schools will:
• enroll all incoming students in Kindergarten
• provide additional instructional para-pro
support
• monitor student progress frequently
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Georgetown Elementary features:
Dynamic, caring, and progressive early childhood staff
Early childhood wing:
•
•
•
•
•

4 - K Classrooms
3 - 1st Grade Classrooms
2 - ECSE Classrooms (Early Childhood Special Ed)
1 - CI Classroom (Cognitively Impaired)
Eagle’s Nest Child Care (Including alternating daycare for all

K students; before/after school care for K-Grade 5 students)

The Staff…
Theresa Reagan, Principal
• Educational Experience: 25 Years
• Coordinator of Instruction and GT Services with
Hudsonville (2001 - present)
• Masters degree in Early Childhood Education with
emphasis in Literacy Instruction and Assessment
• Graduate instructor for WMU and GVSU
• Married with two children
An optimistic person…who is determined to
find what works for all learners!

Giovanna Estefan,
Kindergarten Teacher
• Educational Experience: 13 Years
• Masters degree in Socio-Cultural
Foundations
• Married with two children

Compassionate person…
who is committed to
early childhood education!
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Kathy Bohl,
Kindergarten Teacher
• Educational Experience: 23+
Years
• Masters degree in Early
Childhood Education
• Married with two daughters
A planner…who has a
passion for teaching 5 year
olds!

Dawn Nederveld,
Kindergarten Teacher
• Educational Experience: 12
years
• Experience has included
teaching special education,
pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten
• Enjoys parent involvement
• Married with two children
A communicator…
who loves to be a leader
in learning!

Your Notebook Contains…
•
•
•
•
•

Curriculum information
Screening procedures
Ottawa County Health Department handouts
Lunch menu information
Bussing/transportation handouts
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Required Forms
Today:
• Completed enrollment form
• Copy of child’s birth certificate (must be certified-raised
seal)
By August 18, 2009:
• Green health appraisal form
(dates of immunizations & vision testing)
Ottawa County Health Department: 669-0040
*Note: Your child cannot begin school
without these forms on file. We must
have all forms before school begins.

Birth Certificate Information
Kent County Clerk’s Office:
• https://www.accesskent.com/VitalRecords/

• $10
• Raised Seal

All incoming Kindergarten students
with birthdays falling between June 1
and December 1 of 2009, will be given
the Brigance assessment.

Parents of a student whose birthday falls
before June 1 may request to have their
child tested if you suspect there may be
some developmental concerns.
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K Screening Details
• For those children who turn 5 between June 1
and December 1, 2009.
• Georgetown will house four kindergarten
classrooms.
• Screening is used to help identify learning
strengths and needs for each child.
• Screening tool: Brigance

K Screening Dates
• When: March 18, 19, 20, 24
• How Long: Approximately 30 minutes in length.
• Where: Georgetown
• Who: Screening administration will be done by K Teachers
• Results: You will receive this information at the time of
screening.
Schedule your screening time at the end of
this session with Angie Ripley or Doni Nurenberg, our
school secretaries.

Important Schedule Details
• School begins on the first Tuesday (T/TH
Class) or Wednesday (M/W Class)
after Labor Day (September 8, 2009)
• Start time: 8:45 a.m.; End time: 3:35 p.m.
• Alternating full day schedule:
Monday/Wednesday alternating Friday
Tuesday/Thursday alternating Friday
You will be notified of your assigned day
in a spring mailing.
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Bussing Details
• Read the Transportation Policy handout.
• Complete daycare form (if necessary) and return to bus
garage as soon as possible.
• Bus Garage will send a postcard to you in mid-August
informing you of stop location and time.
• Bus stop time: Arrive 5 minutes before scheduled stop time.
• Bus stop location: 1/8-1/4 mile from home. Busses do not go
down cul de sacs or dead-end roads.
• Name tag: Wear for first 2-4 weeks of school
• Emergency Plan: House key? Neighbor?
• Patience please: It takes bus drivers, students, and parents a
few weeks to become accustomed to bus schedules, routes,
and routines.
Questions regarding bussing: 669-7757

Lunch Details
• Read the ABC’s of the Lunch Program handout.
• Lunch is $2/day and milk is only .40/day.
• Lunch includes an entrée (2 choices daily), milk, and food bar
(lettuce, carrots, canned fruit, and fresh fruit).
• Students take as much as they can eat from the food bar--but
no seconds on entrée or milk.
• Each student will have a lunch account: Parent deposits
money weekly or monthly.
• Hudsonville participates in the National School Lunch
Program: Supports those who are eligible for reduced priced
lunches. Information supplied by mail in late summer.
• Food Service web link found on the Hudsonville home page
(monthly menu and nutritional information) www.hudsonville.k12.mi.us
Food allergy information available by
contacting Food Service: 457-2400

Curriculum
Reading: Zoo Phonics, Literacy Centers,
Guided Reading, Read Alouds, Shared
Reading
Writing: Lucy Calkin’s Writing Program
Math, Science, Social Studies
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Upcoming Dates
• K Screening: March 18, 19, 20, 24
• Parent Club Meeting: March 24 @ 7 pm
• Kindergarten Open House:
September 1, 6:30 pm
• All School Open House:
September 2, 6:30 pm

Preparing Your Child for School
•
•
•
•

Tour the school during open houses.
Visit the playground over the summer.
Listen and answer your child’s questions.
Begin bedtime routine 2 weeks prior to school
beginning.
• Share in the excitement and celebrate every move
toward independence!
• Remind your child that even though you aren’t
together all day, every day, you are both making
new friends…and having new adventures!

Preparing the Parent for School
• We are here to listen and support you as you
adjust to your child’s new schedule and the
demands of school.
• We are here because we love children and will do all
we can to support you and your child.
• We want your child to succeed! We believe that all
children come to learn, and that we all want what’s
best for your child.
• We need you to keep us appraised of major changes
in health, family routines, etc.
Always…call us if you have questions or concerns.
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Websites…
Our school blog:
• http://georgetown.edublogs.org
District Website:
http://www.hudsonville.k12.mi.us
•

www.michigan.gov/glce: State objectives by grade level and
content area…as well as parent guides.

•

www.zoo-phonics.com

•

www.scholastic.com/clifford

•

www.parentinginformation.org

Using our blog: Subscribe

Using our blog: SEARCH

9

Using our blog: CLASS BLOGS

Closing To Do’s
•

See Angie Ripley to turn in forms: Registration, Immunization
(green), and copies of Birth Certificates.

•

If necessary, sign up for your child’s screening time.
Find a time slot that fits, record the necessary information and
complete a reminder slip to take home!

•

See Theresa with any specific questions (or feel free to call or
email her at: treagan@hudsonville.k12.mi.us, 797-9797)

•

See Rebecca VanSomeren with any questions regarding
Eagle’s Nest Child Care
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