

Did you know 6th graders need immunizations for school?  
The following immunizations are REQUIRED by Michigan law for
11 year olds who are entering into 6th grade
REQUIRED:   1 dose of Tdap for children 11 through 18 years of age IF 5 years have passed since the last dose tetanus/diphtheria containing vaccine.
Tetanus-diphtheria-acelluar pertussis (Tdap) vaccine: This shot protects against whooping cough, or pertussis, which causes severe coughing fits. The coughing fits can be so bad that pre-teens and teens can miss weeks of school and social activities. They can even break a rib from coughing. Whooping cough is very contagious. It can be passed on to infants, who can become very ill and die from it. 

REQUIRED:  Meningococcal vaccine - 1 dose of quadrivalent (A,C,Y and W-135 strains) vaccine for those 11 years and older upon entry to 6th grade.
Meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4): This shot protects against meningitis (infection of the brain covering) and blood infections. The disease can become deadly in 48 hours or less. Even with treatment, people die in about 10% of cases. About 20% of survivors will have a long term disability such as deafness, brain damage or an amputated limb. 

REQUIRED:   Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine - 2 valid doses on/after the age of 12 months 

                                    
OR reliable history of disease
                                      
OR current lab evidence of immunity
Varicella vaccine:  Chickenpox is a disease caused by the varicella zoster virus. It causes a rash and fever and can be serious, especially for babies, adolescents, adults, pregnant women and people with weakened immune systems. The chickenpox vaccine protects against this disease.
The Vaccines for Children Program (VFC Program) provides free vaccines for children birth through 18 years of age with Medicaid, without insurance, and for those with insurance that does not provide any immunization coverage.  Parents may be responsible for a small administration fee for each vaccine.  Call your doctor or the Ottawa County Health Department to learn more.  DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE.  If your child is 11 years old…immunize now!
